[Aspects of microsurgical reconstruction for lower extremity defects].
The interdisciplinary approach to lower extremity reconstruction between orthopaedic and plastic surgeons is the basis for an efficient soft-tissue coverage. The joint team and the transfer of local, regional and free flaps have been shown to reduce the rate of amputation. After the spread of microsurgical techniques and further innovations, e. g., bony reconstruction by vascularized bone grafts, microsurgery now plays an important role in lower extremity reconstruction. Main considerations for the microsurgical approach are the choice of flap type aiming at good functional results with a stable soft-tissue coverage. The use of innervated flaps and functioning muscle transfer have led to an increased patient satisfaction and quality of life. Timing of reconstruction has been shown to have an impact on the results of microsurgical reconstruction. The importance of "composite tissue allotransplantation - CTA" applied for lower extremity reconstruction has to be evaluated in further studies.